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DISTILLERS GRAINS 
TECHNOLOGY COUNCIL

“Increasing the awareness of the value of 
Distillers Grains”



Welcome!  How Many…

• Have been here before?
• Work in agriculture?
• Work with biofuels?
• Work with beverages?
• Supplier / vendor?
• Work in animal feed industry?
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Tonight!
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Our Customers!

http://www.distillersgrains.org/
http://www.distillersgrains.org/


Our Products!

http://www.distillersgrains.org/
http://www.distillersgrains.org/


Distillers Grains Technology Council

Member-driven organization
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http://www.distillersgrains.org/
http://www.distillersgrains.com/


What We Do
• Our Mission

The goals of our organization encompass a broad interest in current issues 
affecting the beverage, fuel, and livestock industries

• Service Support 
To provide educational and technical services to member producers and users 
of distillers grains

• Advocacy 
To be the principle voice on nutrition, safety, and regulatory issues affecting 
distillers grains

• Market Development 
To encourage, administer, and support research and promotion into new and 
existing market opportunities for distillers grains, and advancing the 
awareness of coproduct value



What We Do
• Yearly symposium
• Other conferences & trade shows
• Educational papers & publications
• FDA / AAFCO / GIPSA / USDA

– Meetings
– Comments on proposed Federal Regulations
– Educational activities to federal agencies

• Provide support to 
– Fuel ethanol companies
– Beverage companies
– Livestock producers

• Quarterly Board meetings
• Literature library going back to late 1800s
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DGTC has worked with beverage, fuel, and livestock 
industries 77 years (began in 1945)

Hiram Walker & Sons

Seagram’s



Fermentation Products
Theoretical Yields
1 kg glucose  =   0.51 kg ethanol 

+ 0.49 kg carbon dioxide

Practical Yields
90 – 95% of theoretical

+ yeast cell mass
+ secondary products

Anecdotally:

1 lb corn = 
1/3 lb ethanol 
+ 1/3 lb CO2
+ 1/3 lb DDGS

1 bu corn = 
2.8 gal ethanol 
+ 18 lb CO2
+ 17 lb DDGS
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Evolving Processes
Now:

1 bu corn = 

2.8 gal ethanol 
+ 18 lb CO2
+ 16 lb DDGS + 1 lb oil
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What we do impacts our end users!



https://distillersgrains.org/distillers-grains/

http://www.distillersgrains.org/
http://www.distillersgrains.org/


https://distillersgrains.org/distillers-grains/

http://www.distillersgrains.org/
http://www.distillersgrains.org/


Coproduct Quality & Value

Animal 
producers

Alcohol 
manufacturers
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54%
24%

16%

6%

Price is lower

Animal
performance is
better
Better availability

Other

Why Do You Feed Coproducts? 
• 54% of those who responded to 

this question said that the main 

reason they feed coproducts is 

price or price related

• Response listed as "other" is 

health benefits

• 24% said that they feed 

coproducts due to increased 

animal performance – this is 

compatible with the 22% who 

said that they did in fact see 

increased animal performance)

http://www.distillersgrains.org/
http://www.distillersgrains.org/


Key Issues – Lots of Challenges
2021-2022

“No such thing as problems, only 
opportunities for success.”
P.N., 1998

• We really didn’t need new 
“opportunities”

• COVID
• Big Chill

• There are bright spots
• Hand sanitizer
• Protein!!!

• Have to consider the 
livestock producers

• Esp. supply & demand, 
competing ingredients

http://www.distillersgrains.org/
http://www.distillersgrains.org/


Key Issues
2021-2022

• COVID / supply chain issues
• War in Europe
• FSMA (Food Safety and Modernization Act)

– Production practices & safety
• Are we capturing the TRUE VALUE from distillers 

grains?
– Proteins
– Fibers 
– Nutraceuticals 

• Effects of process evolutions on livestock 
performance

• Beverage distilling industry
• Carbon footprints / sustainability
• Livestock diseases

• We will learn about these and other issues
– Our speakers are industry leaders
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Key Issues
2021-2022

• COVID
• FSMA (Food Safety and Modernization Act)

– Production practices & safety
• Are we capturing the TRUE VALUE from 

distillers grains?
– Proteins
– Fibers 
– Nutraceuticals 

• Effects of process evolutions on livestock 
performance

• Beverage distilling industry!

• We will learn about these and other issues
– Our speakers are industry leaders
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Evolving Processes
Now:

1 bu corn = 

2.8 gal ethanol 
+ 18 lb CO2
+ 16 lb DDGS + 1 lb oil
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What we do impacts our end users!



2022 Symposium
• Wide array of topics

– Markets, economics, domestic, international
– Beef, dairy, swine, poultry nutrition
– New market opportunities

• Petfoods & aquafeeds
– Processing (upstream and downstream)
– Regulatory issues 
– Analytics & instrumentation
– Sustainability & efficiency
– Networking opportunities

• Breaks
• Lunches
• Large reception tonight
• Exhibitors / sponsors
• Scholarship winners

20



2022 Symposium

• Housekeeping items
– Please silence your cell phones
– Rest room locations
– Trade show / meals
– Emergency evacuation
– Speakers, please stay on time
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Thank you!
Enjoy the Symposium!

Consider becoming a DGTC 
member:

Application forms available 
online
www.distillersgrains.org

Evaluation forms
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